Issue 1

November 2021

ReMarcs

Hello everyone! What a wonderful MARC Conference we had! Friday’s speakers were wonderful. The firemen were very informative, I made
a list of things I need to do around the house and I’m buying smoke detectors for everyone in the family. The speakers from Passageways,
Heartspring and Notes to Self were truly inspirational. Thanks again to Ruth, Suzy and our Kansas ESA family for an amazing weekend!

My installation was perfect for me and I want to thank my chapter and my Illinois ESA family. I also want to thank everyone for their warm
wishes and words of support. I look forward to working with all of you.
I have several things I want to focus on in the coming year. All of you know that we need to keep striving to increase our membership. If
there is anything I can do to help with this please don’t hesitate to ask. And, if you come up with a rushing idea, please share it with me and I
will get it on the web site.
Speaking of the web site, I want to see what we can do to make this a more up to date, user friendly site. If there is something you think
should be on the web site (or something you think needs to come off), please let me know. I plan to form a committee with Judi Grefer, Web
Master, as the chair and your input will be invaluable.
I am also focusing on education and our schools this year. Our scholarships have never been more important than now with all that is happening in this world. I know we ask you to have fund raisers all of the time, but please consider doing one for the MARC scholarships.
Doesn’t have to be thousands of dollars, every dollar makes a difference.

Also, did you know that 94% of teachers in America spend their own money on school supplies? In the 2019-2020 school year teachers
spent an average of $745 on school supplies. Another big problem is hunger in our schools. 1,540,000 students cannot afford school meals.
The average school debt per student is $170.13 yearly with 75% of schools surveyed reporting unpaid student meal debt. So, consider
adopting a class room or paying off the meal debt of one student in your school. This is another place where a little bit goes a long way.
And I leave you with these words from the song Loyal, Brave and True:
Should I ask myself in the water, what a warrior would do, tell me underneath my armor am I
loyal, brave and true?
I am here to tell you that you are all warriors. Warriors for our causes at the IC, state and chapter levels. And underneath our armor we are
all loyal, brave and true!
Hoping all of you warriors and your families have a wonderful, blessed holiday season!
Kim Poling MARC President
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LEADERSHIP
OCTOBER 8, 2021
WICHITA, KS
The Leadership portion of the Conference started off with a presentation by Jennifer
Garrison from “Passageways”, a Wichita based organization that helps homeless
veterans get back on their feet. Donations were collected for items that are given to
the veterans when they “graduate” the program and are able to set up a home for
themselves.
The next presentation was from retired Fire Chiefs Alan Stoll and Gary Bowker, who enlightened us on the latest research on fire detection and suppression in your home. They were emphatic that smoke detectors were an absolute
must and that everyone should have ABC Fire Extinguishers in homes. They commented on the number of Fire Fighters lives that have been taken this year due to fires, cancers, strokes and other reasons.
The morning concluded with a presentation from Mandy Fleming, representing Heartspring, a leader and innovator in
services for children with special needs and their families since 1934. Heartspring has been the major Philanthropic
project for Kansas ESA for many years, contributing millions of dollars in monies and Gifts in Kind. It handles 80 resident students from 16 states and helped 496 students last year in their outreach program.
After lunch, we had a great presentation by Laura Schmidt from “notes to self” positive affirmation socks. Laura wanted
to share her message with the world: that words makes all the difference. So in 2011, she started to put positive affirmations on the toes of socks and has created “a sock empire”. To date, “notes to self” has donated over 100,000 pairs
of socks to homeless shelters, women’s shelters and children in need.
Friday evening was a blast from the past as we went back to Rydell High School and a Grease Sing-a-Long. Fun and
games were the theme for the evening with something for everyone. Best Poodle Skirt, best Saddle Shoes, Hand Jive
contest, and several other games kept the night hopping. The candidates for election were asked how the lyrics for different songs from the show would inspire them during the upcoming year. Even Jerry Hymer got into the fun in the
Brylcream challenge.
Linda Schmidt was inducted into the MARCettes and began her duties as Chair.
It was a great ending to an informative and fun day!
Respectively submitted,

Bonnie Templeton
Secretary
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MARC Conference Minutes
October 9, 2021
Wichita, KS
A silent Roll Call was taken prior to the meeting convening.
There were eleven states represented with 104 members, 8
State Presidents, 3 Alternate State Presidents, 11 MARC Reps
and 8 Alternate MARC Reps present. There were 8 guests, 28
First Timers and 9 MARCettes present.
The conference was called to order at 9:00am. A fantastic Flag ceremony was conducted by Past IC President Kim Kummer followed by a
moving Celebration of Life ceremony given by MARC Chaplain Claudia Hatton.
The meeting was started by the introduction of MARC President Brenda Fields who declared the 36th MARC Conference in session. The Opening Ritual was recited by all followed by an opening thought by MARC Chaplain Claudia Hatton.
Welcomes were given by Conference Co-Chairs, Suzy Winters, and Ruth Archambeau, followed by Dr. Brandon Whipple, Mayor of Wichita.
Brenda Fields then introduced special guests and visitors.
Motions were made to dispense with the Reading of the Rules of the Meeting because they are printed in the Conference Booklet and the IC
MARC Meeting as they were included in the September 2021 edition of the ReMARCs. Motions carried. There was no correspondence presented.
The Treasurer’s Report has a Beginning Balance of $15,846.72, Income of $690.00, Expenses of $5,930.49 and Ending Balance of
October 9, 2021, of $10,606.23.
Treasurer Jill Shull (IL) presented the 2021-2022 Proposed MARC Budget. There was some discussion on the .58 vs .25 per mile and after
time was called it was stated that the Budget would be voted on in the afternoon session.
Bylaws and Standing Rule Changes were distributed to all members at the IC meeting, printed in the ReMARCs and emailed to all State
MARC Reps. Jill Richards, Parliamentarian, presented the proposed Bylaw changes. After some discussion, it was noted that the ones printed in the conference booklet were different from the ones handed out at the IC meeting. It was moved, seconded, and passed that the ones
presented at the IC meeting would be the ones accepted. It was moved, seconded, and passed that the word Junior in front of Past President would NOT be removed from any portion of the Bylaws as that could indicate any of the Past Presidents.
It was moved, seconded, and passed that the word Junior in front of Past President would NOT be removed from any portion of the Standing Rules as that could indicate any of the Past Presidents. It was also moved, seconded, and passed to use their/they in place of his/her.
Angie Butenschoen, MO, reminded everyone that the Standing Rules can
President
Kim Poling, IL
be changed at any time during the year.
Robin Bussey, International Council President, then gave an update on
Vice President, President
what is planned for her year. Plans are already underway for IC Convention
in Indianapolis, IN, Jul 27-31, 2022. The ESA Foundation Fun Fest is back
on Tuesday night! There will lots of great things to see and do, so plan to Secretary
come early! Her theme this year is “Don’t just fly…Soar with ESA.” She
encouraged us to get out of our comfort zone and get new members, proTreasurer
duce new fund-raising ideas, and think outside the box.
The slate of officers for next year was presented by Linda Schmidt, Junior
Past President.

Parliamentarian

Bonnie Templeton, KS
Mary Abplanalp, IN
Jill Schull, IL
Jill Richards, KS
Brenda Campbell, IN
Sandy Hongerholt, MN

Communicator

Brittany Rosenmund, MI

Jr. Past President

Brenda Fields, MO
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There were no nominations from the floor. States were given 10 minutes to caucus and the tellers collected the ballots.
President Brenda Fields introduced the future conference sites – Oct 7-8, 2022 Tulsa, OK and Oct 13-14,
2023 Illinois
Lunch break saw some great entertainment from the Border Queen Bellas from Caldwell, KS in the format
of saloon dancing.
Prior to the General Assembly reconvening, there was a revote for one of the offices.
The general Assembly was reconvened at 1:00pm.

LeAnn Wray, Junior Past IC President, gave the ESA Headquarters message for Charlotte Carloni, who had a
family emergency and could not be with us. There will be a special membership event on Nov 18 th for those
individuals who have pledged a new member by 31 Oct. Sometime in early December there will be a New
Member Orientation program on Zoom. 2022 marks the 50 th Anniversary of ESA and St Jude. There will be
a virtual tour of the hospital on Jan 20th that is open to all. More information is on the IC Website under
events. She also mentioned the Sustaining Member program that is a way for Life Active Members to continue to support ESA programs.
The budget was voted on and passed for the .58 proposal.
Kathleen Grissom, ESA Foundation Counselor, reported that the quilt is on display in the Market Place
room and thanked Nancy Irvine, MI for her work in making it so special. The proceeds will go to the two
MARC scholarships. She thanked her committee for all their work.
Brittany Rosenmund, Hope for Heroes Chair, thanked everyone for all their donations to Passageways.
Brenda Campbell, Ways and Means Chair, stated they were still selling tickets for the 50/50 pot that will be
drawn at the banquet with the Foundation quilt.
Brenda Fields reported on the results of the election and introduced the 2021-2022 Executive Board.
President

Kim Poling, IL

Vice President, President Bonnie Templeton, KS
Elect
Secretary

Jill Schull, IL

Treasurer

Amanda Rowland, OH

Parliamentarian

Brenda Campbell, IN

Communicator

Brittany Rosenmund, MI

Jr. Past President

Brenda Fields, MO
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Maureen Wells, Registration Chairman, gave the final report.
MARC Members

106

Room Reservations:

Non-MARC Members 5

Wednesday

DESA/ELAN

0

Thursday 54

Guests

8

Friday

Leadership

109

Saturday 55

5
56

Judi York was the winner of the free Registration.

Judi Grefer, Website, asked that everyone let her know what we want to see on the website. Please send her pictures of
what your State/Chapter is doing.
Diane Vanusek, Audit Chair, report that the books were in good order.
Jerry Hymer mentioned that the pictures would be available on his website from 10-24 October.
Brenda Fields then gave her closing remarks and presented gifts to Suzy and Ruth (slippers) for all their hard work on
the conference. She also presented Robin Bussey, IC President with a mug with her theme on it.
Rosalee Echele then lowered Brenda Fields’ gavel and presented her with two different size funnels to be used as hearing
aids in the future.
Debbie Connell and Coletta Macaluso then raised Kim Poling’s gavel.

Brenda Fields then passed the gavel to Kim Poling who introduced that 2021-2022 MARC Board.
Linda Schmidt, MARCette Chair, then presided over the induction of Brenda Fields into the MARCettes.
Claudia Hatton, Chaplain, gave a closing thought.
Kim Kummer, Past IC President, presided over the retiring of the flags.
Brenda Fields, announced the adjournment of the 36th Annual MARC Conference and invited everyone to the Installation and Banquet at 6:30pm
Banquet and Installation of Officers
Debbie Connell and Colletta Macaluso presided over the Installation of the 2021-2022 MARC Elected Officers. Kim Poling, President, presented her theme – “Life is what you make it. Live it! Make your MARC!” She thanked her Chapter and
Illinois sisters for all their support. Kim’s focus areas this year are growing Membership, revamping the Website, and
supporting our scholarships. She also would like us to look at supporting our schools with classroom supplies and
meals for the children. She closed by calling us all warriors for our causes at IC, State and Chapter levels.
Dinner was served, followed by the Heart of America Men’s Chorus for a great time.
Winner of the ESA Foundation quilt was Barbara Warmoth of Beta Mu, Charleston, IL. The raffle generated $833.00 split
between the two MARC Scholarships.
Winner of the Ways & Means 50/50 pot was Kim Poling and Jill Shull won the Mystery Box. A total of $855 was made
for Ways & Means.
A receiving line was held after the entertainment.
Respectively submitted,
Bonnie Templeton Secretary
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As the MARC Junior Past President now, all I can say is the year as President passed by in a wink
of an eye. Since the MARC Conference, I have had plenty of time to reflect on the past year. What
an honor it was to represent MARC as President. I will say, it was the most memorable ESA opportunity I have to date. And, I urge you all to think about MARC...start as a chair and then throw your
hat into the ring and run for an office. I can honestly say, you wouldn't be disappointed.
As a follow-up to the Conference...It was amazing!! Kansas really knows how to put it all together. Suzy Winters, Ruth
Archambeau and all of the members that participated did a fabulous job...down to every detail. It
was a great learning experience as well. I have lots of notes and saved documents for any future
planning I might be involved in. The speakers were outstanding. I even found "Note to Self" socks
locally and gave a pair to everyone on my team for Customer Service Week. They loved them. I
also now always sleep with the bedroom door closed and have checked the smoke detectors; all
thanks to the Fire Chiefs.
And talk about entertainment!! The Grease Sing-a-long was really fun. Since the conference, I
have had an opportunity to wear my poodle skirt again. Who would have guessed I would have the
chance to wear it twice in 1 month. The saddle shoes are really comfortable!! Salon girls and men
wearing coconut bras...who would have guessed. It was just all fun!!
We started the business meetings with the Flag Ceremony and the Celebration of life. Kim Kummer, I can't thank you enough for the Flag Ceremony. It was perfect! Claudia Hatton had such a
moving Celebration of Life as well. I know it brought me to tears.
Our appointed board did a great job! Brenda Campbell and Kathleen Grissom did a nice job raising
funds for Ways and Means and the Foundation. In addition, Brittany Rosenmund was able to collect
items for Passageways as a Hope for Heroes project. And, for all that I have not mentioned, thank
you so much!!
And, I can't close without saying thank you to all of my Missouri Sisters that attended and were
there for support. They really know how to throw a reception. Saying thank you doesn't seem like
enough.

Have a great holiday season! Stay safe and have fun!
Brenda Fields
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The leaves are falling. The temperature is getting lower. I can smell the Peppermint mocha in my
hands already! Who is ready for the Holidays! I know I am, but not before I give a HUGE Thank
you to everyone at Marc for entrusting me with the Treasurers position on the Board. I am so
excited to be serving on the Marc board and serving all of you!
This Photo by

I hope everyone has the best holidays coming up! I look forward to this new Marc year and all the Joy its
going to bring into my life. Remember to spread the ESA word everywhere you go, and HEY! You could even GIFT
a membership to someone!
Thank you all again from the bottom of my heart for giving me this chance to
serve you and the Marc board! Best wishes to all.
Amanda Rowland, Treasurer

This Photo by Un-

Hello all! I hope this message finds you all well. I am happy to be reporting as your new elected Parliamentarian.
Just as is seems the world remains in a state of chaos, it is my hope to keep the MARC officers and proceedings in
good order and control. (You can stop laughing now).
The updated By-Laws and Standing Rules can be found on the MARC website.
Safe and happy holidays to you!!
Warm regards,
Brenda Campbell
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Dearest Members… KUDOS to each and every one
of YOU, to our State President’s and MARC Reps…
YOU made the t-shirt quilt raffle a Success!! Because
of YOU, the two Marc Foundation Scholarships generated $833.00!! It was an honor to have Nancy Irvine
of Michigan draw the winning ticket and a bigger
honor to be able to present the quilt to Barbara Warmoth of Beta Mu Chapter, Charleston, Illinois.
A special Thank You to Brenda Campbell and my
awesome Committee members Rebecca Hatton (MO),
Brittany Rosenmund (MI), Judy Baxter (WI) and
Amanda Rowland (OH).
In closing, a heartfelt Thank You to Past MARC President Brenda Fields for allowing me to “run with this
idea” and for your encouragement throughout. It was an honor to serve on your Board.
Kathleen Grissom, Former Foundation Counselor 2020-2021
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Notes from Illinois
Well, what can I say? As a first-time attendee to the MARC conference back in October, it was an
awesome time! As a teacher and instructional coach, I really enjoyed the fact that MARC centers
around the education of our members. All the presenters were informative and entertaining and I
learned something from each of them.
And speaking of being entertained, the entertainment for both nights was just great. You can’t go
wrong with sing-alongs, movie trivia, and dancing women! Just getting the opportunity to sit
around and talk, eat, and drink with everyone was another highlight of the weekend.
But most importantly, Illinois is so proud of both Kim Poling and Jill Shull as they were installed as
the new MARC President and Recording Secretary. We know they will do great things and will
make IL proud!
So to sum up my feelings about the wonderful MARC
conference this year, I would like to quote Mahatma
Gandhi “Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if
you were to live forever.”
Adrian Sperduto, IL State President

Hello from Illinois! It was so wonderful seeing ALL our neighboring MARC States in Wichita, Kansas recently. Thank you, Kansas, for your gracious hospitality and help whenever needed. The Friday Workshop Speakers held us spellbound throughout each presentation and the Grease Sing
Along was so much FUN!! We were touched by the Celebration of Life to start off our Business
Meeting and somehow, we all survived those ByLaw and Standing Rule changes. (� whew). Saturday evening it was an honor to be a part of Kim Poling’s Illinois Honor Guard. We all wish you
much success in reaching your goals in MARC!! Illinois humbly says “thank you” to Past President
Brenda Fields for all of your hard work this past year. It was a wonderful Ride�.
Stay tuned to hear how the Illinois Chapter’s celebrate Fall and put into practice Kim’s theme “Life is
What YOU Make It… Live It …Make Your MARC”
IL MARC Rep Kathleen Grissom
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Notes from Ohio
Greetings from Ohio!
It has been a minute!! We have had a crazy time lately! Mostly we would
like to share something with all of MARC. The state of Ohio has partnered with a local small business called Petals & Wicks in Hamilton for
our state St. Jude project. Petal & Wicks is a small candle making business. You can set up parties to make candles and make it a social event
and they support so many fundraisers! Well, we have set up 3 candles with different scents and
available in 2 sizes. With the holidays right around the corner, we thought this might make some
wonderful gifts for everyone! You can order them online and they can be shipped to you! So we
are sharing the link with all of ESA!
https://www.petalsnwicks.com/st-jude-hospital/ will have all the info you need! They come in 9 and
11oz. $20 and $29 respectively.

From our state to all of you, we hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving! We are all thankful
to have each other and all the amazing people we have met through ESA that make our lives better!
Be safe, enjoy your family and friends!
Beka Lloyd OH State President
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Notes from Missouri
Hello from Missouri,
Activities are back in full swing. The Rho Chi Chapter in St. Charles held their 40th Annual Luncheon Auction last weekend. Attendance was good, members from multiple chapters along with our
many dedicated attendees enjoyed the luncheon and the many bid items. The Alpha Omega Chapter in St. Louis is working on the plans for their Annual "Think Spring" Luncheon in January. Our
Columbia chapters are planning the State Convention in April and we will plan to have our winter
meeting in February. And as always, our Kansas City chapters are finding volunteer opportunities.

Enjoy the upcoming holidays! Be safe and enjoy!
Brenda Fields
Missouri State President
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The Midwest Area Regional Council newsletter, reMARCs, shall be published with deadline for submitting information for each issue being the first of the month of the issue date. The issue dates shall
be November, March, June and August of each MARC fiscal year.
Per the standing rules the next set of articles will be due in March. If you could please send them to
me by February 20th so I can get stuff together to go out on March 1st that would be great!
If you have any questions you can email me or text me
Email: britt131222@gmail.com
Phone: 8103369284

Britt

