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From the MARC President’s Office

| do believe by the time you are receiving this members of the MARC Board will be in
Wisconsin for the mid-year meeting and hotel tour. We have been working diligently to get
things done and ensure this year is a great year. The Ways & Means Committee is rocking
it! We have been having some fun on the monthly zoom meetings | have been planning. This
last one, Eve Dudley from NC, taught members how to make woven star ornaments. If you
are missing these fun things, please reach out to your state president or MARC rep as they
are who the information is being sent to or check the MARC Facebook group.

| am not one for winter and | am so ready for Spring and Summer! Reflecting on
leadership this year and the theme “Grow your garden” has me thinking of some new events
we could do to gain more members. Somethings that come to my mind are hosting a “Plant
Party”. Invite guests over to paint a flowerpot and then have a selection of small flowers
they can choose from to plant in their new pot. You could do a “Seed Swap”. Invite guests to
bring their favorite flowers in seed form and swap them with others for something new to
spruce up their gardens or yards. You could also host a “Build your bouquet” party. Guests
would pay a fee to come and build their own bouquet of flowers to take home. Of course,
you would be talking about how amazing ESA is at all these events too!

Switching gears to some business in MARC. Be ready for another fundraiser coming
soon for Ways & Means. Soon you will be having your state conventions, and | will be
prepping your reps to deliver important information. We are excited to share in all your
states activities and fun.

Start thinking about joining us on the MARC board and at Conference this October in
Wisconsin. The MARC Board is a great way to learn and gain confidence as you make your
way through ESA. It also helps you see what other states are doing and making new ESA
friends. It really has opened my eyes to what ESA is and can be. Talk to anyone on the
nomination committee or reach out to me.

Per the tentative agenda on the ESA website, the MARC meeting at IC Convention will
be Thursday at 3:45pm. Please join us for that. IC Convention is in Cary, NC this year. Be
sure to check out all the convention information on the ESA website.

Shop ESA Merch at Dixonsdream.com
“Be yourself; everyone else is already taken" -Oscar Wilde

-Amanda Dixon
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Hello everyone,

Can you believe we are already halfway through March? We have been busy in
MARC. | would like to start with a thank you to MARC for sending me to IC
leadership in Colorado. | believe this is my fourth time in the 18 years | have
been with ESA, and | have to say it was one of the best. We worked hard using
the theme making our ESA garden grow. We were put in our color teams, and
believe it or not, some of these folks are competitive. We were given
opportunities to discuss what is working in ESA and what isn’'t. Our panel
shared how diversity and understanding must be observed while preserving the
work ahead of us. We got to listen to our IC leaders that talked about different
ways to help us with our ESA journey. We learned about an app that we can
use called Live Transcript that can help us take more accurate notes. We were
told to wear that merchandise out and away from meetings to get people
talking. We used social media and tagged headquarters. We let people know
that we were learning and having a great time. Now comes the challenge of
returning and using the knowledge we have gathered.

The MARC executive and elective board will meet this month to plan the rest of
our year. We have met several times via Zoom and have had educational
sessions. Learning how to wear your pin. | was happy to have this tutorial
because | am never quite sure. We had a cooking class. Baylee led us through
a delicious Valentine's dessert. My chapter got together and made a social out
of it and it was delicious. Then we had a workshop on folding an ornamental
star. We all must admit our limitations and anything close to origami is not in
my craft wheelhouse. It was still fun trying. Please jump in on these, they are
educational, and you get to see some faces that you might only see once or
twice a year at IC or MARC.

AAAAAAAAAALALLLLMALAMAAAAAL

| hope you all have considered how you want to get involved in MARC. We need
to have great people running for MARC offices, both hominated and elected.
Wasn't it great last year when almost every office was opposed? We would
love to see that this year. Please consider being a part of the 2025-2026 board.
There is a lot of enthusiasm for making our MARC in ESA. | would love to work
with people from each state. Please let me know if you are interested in a
position. If you have ideas, share them with us, or better yet, present them
yourself and be a part of the MARC board. Can’t wait to see what the future
holds.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie A. Whitaker
MARC Vice-President President Elect
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Happy almost Spring!!

I am so looking forward to getting outside and planting flowers and
my bucket garden. | love seeing new life and growth. This is
probably my favorite season!

Several of us are headed to Wisconsin for the mid-year meeting on
March 21 & 22, so looking forward to bonding with those in
attendance and coordinating for the MARC conference in October. |
hope that many of you are already making plans to attend in
October. Your conference chairs have been working very hard to
plan fun and educational activities for us.

MARC has been another opportunity to meet new members from
the various states and being involved on the executive board has
been such a blessing to me. | would encourage you to consider
either running for an elected position or serving on the MARC board.
See Jill Shull or Julie Whitaker for any questions you may have.

If you have any ideas of things you would like to learn or do, let
Amanda Dixon know. We had a lot of fun crafting with Eve (I had to
start over, not very crafty myself). If you missed this, look for the
instructions on the MARC Facebook page. And of course, cooking
with Baylee (had all my ingredients measured and ready to go but
obviously was not very good about the time zone thing). Oh well,
made it myself and it was still very good.

If you have any expenses for MARC, please submit receipts and
check requisition form (found om the MARC website).

Beth Pompa
2024-2025 MARC Treasurer
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8ttawbet'c# Chocolate gteek ‘ol[ogutt aﬁa‘tk
Ingredients

3 cups whole-milk plain Greek yogurt
Ya cup pure maple syrup or honey

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1% cups sliced strawberries

O O 0o O

Ya cup mini chocolate chips

Directions

1. Line a large rimmed baking sheet with parchment paper.

2. Stiryogurt, maple syrup (or honey) and vanilla in a medium bowl.
Spread on the prepared baking sheet into a 10-by-15-inch rectangle.
Scatter the strawberries on top and sprinkle with chocolate chips.

3. Freeze until very firm, at least 3 hours. To serve, cut or break into 32

pieces.

TO MAKE AHEAD- Freeze
between sheets of parchment
for up to 1 month
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Hello MARC Members,

| hope everyone is having a great year so far. I’m so ready for
Spring and Summer | can hardly stand it. I’'m ready to get the
pool open at the house and spend some time relaxing.

As of this writing, there have been no submissions for any By-
Law or Standing Rule changes. However, the Operations Manual
was updated and sent to Brenda Fields to post on the MARC
website. Those changes were just some housekeeping changes.

I’d like to share one of my favorite recipes which came from my
mom, Shirley Meyer. This recipe makes about 4-6 servings, |
usually double the recipe. You can freeze and just pull out and
put in the oven when you need something quick to serve.

Enjoy!
Sheri

Sheri Meyer-Harden
MARC Parliamentarian 2024-2025
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Hey, MARC!

Hope all is going well and everyone is ready for spring! | know | am tired of 70 degrees

one day here in Michigan, and snowing the next

| have reposted the upcoming article submission & ReMARC publish dates below.
Please be sure to keep an eye on your emails and submit your articles to me on time!
Hope everyone has sunny days ahead!

Baylee cffiester

2024-2025 MARC Communicator

MARC ARTICLE DEADLINES&
PUBLISHING DATES:

June 20%, 2025 = June 25'™, 2025
August 15", 2025= Aug. 20", 2025

In 1985, Prince released his album "Around the World
in a Day," which saw him experimenting with
psychedelic styles after the commercial success of
"Purple Rain". He also made his debut on the GRAMMY
stage, winning his first three awards that night.
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Hello MARC Members.

You may know the saying... ’Uncle Sam Needs You!” Let us adapt this famous saying.
“MARC Needs You!” A few members contacted the committee and the committee has
contacted a few members. We have had some verbal commitments, but no paperwork
has been turned in. If you have a desire to serve in ESA in more than just your chapter
and state but not ready for IC level, give us a call, text, or email. Listed below are the
positions that we are seeking candidates for the 2025-2026 MARC Year.

Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Communicator

Please check the MARC website and take the time to read the qualifications and
expectations for the position that you would be interested. While you are there at the
MARC website, download the nomination form and instructions. Please fill out and
return to Jill Shull, Jr Past President, at 1611 Westgate Lane, Mattoon, IL 61938 or
jilshull@gmail.com. Please do not hesitate to ask questions from this nomination
committee. The Deadline to get all the completed information to Jill is June 15, 2025.
Do Not Delay. You are very capable of doing the job!!!

rNomination Pommittee

jstrattan@hotmail.c

esajuliew@gmail.co om
jillshull@gmail.com -
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IWLinois
Happy Spring from Illinois!

The weather is changing here, we've had some beautiful days of sunshine and 60-70°
weather in the Midwest. The trees are budding and flowers are popping up all over! |
certainly hope it stays this way for a while!!

On March 8th the Epsilon Zeta chapter of Quincy, IL, led by our State Awards Director,
Maria Bingheim, hosted our Illinois Spring Gathering and State Board Meeting, "Is It Spring
Yet?" at the Cedar Crest Country Club. Friday night festivities included a fish fry, drinks,
and late night hotel room chats. Saturday was a morning of St Patrick's Day education and
business, a soup and baked potato bar for lunch, and an afternoon craft workshop put on
by our IL State Workshop Coordinator, Julia Husemann and her daughter, Kim Ervin. They
made it so easy for us to design and make, even for those non crafters! It was so fun! We
made a double sided holiday sign of a Leprechaun and an Easter Bunny. The day was so
nice to see people from all over Illinois, catch up, and of course, take care of some ESA
business.

Looking ahead, Illinois will be having a State Executive Board meeting soon and our
Illinois State Convention is coming up June 13th and 14th in Effingham, IL at the Holiday
Inn.

This year's convention will be hosted by our three Coles County Chapters; Omega Nu and
Alpha Upsilon, both of Mattoon, IL and Beta Mu of Charleston, IL; with Alpha Upsilon's, Suzi
Coffman, leading the way. Our state convention theme is "ESA ILLINOIS STATE FAIR." The
Friday night mixer, 'Along the Midway,' chairs are Carole Genta and Crystal Alwardt, who
are planning an eventful evening full of carnival games and fair food! Saturdays' Award
luncheon, 'In the Exhibition Hall,' is hosted by Suzi Coffman and Kathleen Grissom of Alpha
Upsilon. Bring your crafts, hobbies, and wares for judging. Don't miss the dessert judging,
bring in your favorite dessert to be judged and shared! This event is sure to be full of blue
ribbons with the talented members of Illinois participating! Our Saturday evening 'At the
Grand Stand' event, hosted by Beta Mu's own Kristi Keck and Barbara Warmoth, will
include live music you won't want to miss! I'm honored to serve as our Illinois State Fair
Queen for the weekend and have my board right by my side as royalty. It should be a fun
filled weekend, please join us!

Illinois is looking forward to the ESA International Convention in Cary, North Carolina in
July and thrilled to have our very own Celeste Webb be installed as IC President on
Saturday, July 19th. If you haven't registered, why not? Get that registration in, your travel



arrangements made, and your hotel booked! There's so many festivities, fun, and
fellowship awaiting you!

Kerry Considine
lllinois State Council President 2024-2025

Michigan

Michigan is finally starting to thaw out (maybe) and spring is starting to shine through! |
hope everyone in the way of storms and tornadoes south of us are all safe and well.

Over winter, our chapters have remained busy with their works and planning the next big
event. Alpha Kappa has had success in their charity gaming events & bake sale, and as
always their crafty hands are working away at creating hooded towels and other adorable
goods to sell at the Sterling Heights Farmer’'s Market and other events. They are always
such a dedicated and busy chapter and our state is incredibly proud of all the work they
put in.

Alpha Lambda in partnership with Alpha Kappa is plugging away at planning “Blooming
with ESA”- our Fun Day that will take place April 5. Delta Rho is gearing up for their
major fundraiser of selling tickets for three gifts cards, donated by our local D&W Fresh
Market in Williamston. The past few years this has brought in a good amount to keep
distributing to various causes. Delta Rho will also be volunteering at the League of
Enchantment Gala on May 10th. So fun! Lambda Chi also had a successful fundraiser
selling wreaths for Wreaths Across America and both Lambda Chi & Delta Rho joined
together to attend the ceremony and a fun lunch on December 14%. We love being able to
see one another!

MSC also cannot wait to attend our play on a Barbie themed 75" convention hosted by
Beta Sigma- “With MSC, anything is possible!” Beta Sigma has done a wonderful job of
orchestrating a meaningful and fun convention with a PJ & movie party, scavenger hunt,
Barbie drive for League of Enchantment, cosmetologists and hairstylist on hand to help
pamper & prepare for our banquet and installation.. what more could an ESA girl ask for?!
| hope to see some of you join us Saturday, May 5", in Grand Rapids for a fabulous time!!
Please see the flyer and registration attached below. Come on Barbie, let’s go party!

Baylee Pfiester
Michigan State Council President, 2023-2024, 2024-2025



Minnesota:
Greetings from Minnesotal!

Not too long-ago Minnesota’s real winter finally showed up. The temps fell and stayed
low... very low... “freezing” low... like “time to head south” low. We haven't had much snow
but most of us are okay with that. January through February finds some of our members
dipping their tows in the hot sand and enjoying cocktails by the beach or the pool. The rest
of us who couldn’t escape the brutal cold temperatures hunkered down and kept chanting
to our selves “We don’t have hurricanes (put another log on the fire), we don't have
alligators (put on another layer of clothing), and we don't have volcanoes (remember to
make a hotdish for dinner).”

Our Gamma Omega chapter hosted a “Be My Palentine Tea” in February to benefit St.
Jude’s Research Hospital. The weather conditions made it challenging for many of us, but
we persevered and were welcomed with open arms, lots of smiles, laughter, good food,
delicious tea, and a good time. The tables were beautifully decorated. Mainstream
Boutique was there with a pop-up shop for us to do some shopping. Members Carol Ping,
Olivia Olson, and | modeled some of the clothes from Mainstream Boutique. We had
several guests in attendance at well.

Our last state business meeting will be held in March (lots on the agenda) and there will
be a Leadership meeting in April with two guest speakers. Then to round out the year, our
state convention will be in May.

Minnesota is excited to host the 2026 MARC Conference in Bloomington MN. We just
signed the hotel contract. For those of you who like to shop, remember we have the Mall
of America and as a bonus, there is no tax on clothes! Of course, we will have lots of
information to send out in the coming months. We don’t want to steal the thunder from the
upcoming 2025 MARC Conference in Wisconsin, so we'll simmer down for just a bit. @)

Kindest Regards,

Kim LeTendre Olson
Minnesota State Council President 2024-2025



Missouri:

The Show Me State is gearing up for an exciting weekend as the Missouri State Council
hosts its 76th Annual Convention in Columbia, MO. With the theme “Let Your Light Shine,”
the Beta Tau Chapter will be welcoming members and distinguished guests to the event,
set to take place April 11-12, 2025, at the Courtyard by Marriott.

This year’s convention will feature the presence of Sheri Meyer-Harden, MARC
Parliamentarian, and Brenda Fields, IC Parliamentarian, as honored guests. The
convention will be presided over by current State President Ruth Williams, while
President-Elect Claudia Hatton will be officially installed as Missouri State Council
President during the Saturday evening banquet. Attendees will also be introduced to
Missouri’s newly appointed MARC Representatives, Angie Butenschoen and Kathy Loyd,
both of whom are past MARC Presidents.

The convention weekend promises to be filled with fun, fellowship, and service. Friday
night will kick off with an entertaining “Family Feud” mixer, followed by an Adult Easter
Basket Auction and a Dessert Contest hosted by the Ways and Means Committee. On
Saturday, attendees will hear from a guest speaker representing True North, a local
women’s shelter, and will present donations from the shelter’s wish list. The day will also
include the business meeting, awards presentations, and the highly anticipated banquet
and officer installation ceremony.

With a packed schedule of meaningful activities and celebrations, the 76th Missouri State
Council Convention is set to be a memorable event for all who attend.

Terri Breedlove
Missouri MARC Representative 2024-2025
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Nebraska

Our state has had a lot of changes in the past couple of years as chapters have disbanded
due to Covet, aging and inability to drive to meetings. Therefore, there is one chapter that
is truly thriving. The chapter is Gamma Delta and is located in Lincoln, Nebraska. There
arel7 strong members who come to all the meetings and participate in various events.

The events that they have had this year is Bunko at two different assisted living sites and
the money has gone to St. Jude and Easter Seals. The chapter is constantly collecting
items for the Orphan Train and will be doing a visit to the site in March. The two people
who are volunteering at the Orphan Train have been selected to receive the DIANA award.
They visited the chapter in October and explained the organization as a part of our
Educational Program.

In June and September there will be two separate Hot Dog sales at local grocery stores.
They furnish all the equipment and the food/drinks and we just sell our hotdogs, brats, pop
and chips. Both of these will go to support St. Jude.

They do not have a convention, but have had workshops in May as a part of doing
something entirely different. Hope everyone is having a great year.

Dora Dill
Nebraska State Council President 2024-2025
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Oklahoma
Oklahoma State Council News!

The members of OK have had of the chapters who have been experiencing unexpected
weather and illness in our thoughts. It's been a busy few months with the Eastern and
Western District meetings as well as the last State Council meeting before Convention.
The 2025-2026 Executive Board was introduced. We are looking forward to Convention May
2 and 3 celebrating all the State’s accomplishment to all the philanthropic projects we
support on the International, State, District and local levels. We are so proud of Darla
Barton, current State President for her leadership this year and we looking forward to
working with the 2025-2026 President, Jennifer Sparkman. Jennifer has plans to make her
year especially fun and productive. Both the St. Jude Dream Homes, one in Owasso and
one is in OKC Area, tickets are on sale. Chapters throughout OK will be hosting the dream
house tours. We wish all our ESA family a productive and happy Spring.

Margaret Kramer
Oklahoma MARC Representative 2024-2025

o

—LEO TOLSTOY
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Wisconsin

Winter's finally loosening its grip, albeit it was not too harsh these past few months;
spring is on the horizon. | love this change of season because it brings a fresh start and a
chance both for nature and for us as an organization. We're buzzing with excitement about
the new developments and progress we're going to see in the coming months. Wisconsin
members will have their first opportunities to volunteer at St. Jude Dream homes. We do
not even know what that will entail, since they are not raffled off, but we do have volunteer
hours and that alone is new for us.

Spring isn’t just about warmer weather; it's about new beginnings and fresh perspectives.
For our Wisconsin Council, it's the perfect time to think about where we've been and where
we're headed. It means we are ‘Finding A Way in ESA’, the changes we're implementing are
here to help us grow and strengthen our membership.

Over the next few months, | expect us to have more exposure in the communities of the
Dream Homes which should help to strengthen our connections, and support our goals.
These changes are more than just adjustments; they're about shaping a future for our
Wisconsin Council.

We are all about creating chances to connect with people not familiar with ESA and | am
hoping to keep this momentum alive through the summer. | am looking forward to events
that bring us closer, whether they're virtual hangouts, local events with other
organizations, or new ways to network.

| am reaching out to all of the MARC states, share what works best for you and your state,
help us build a stronger, more resilient, and vibrant organization that lives up to our
shared dreams and hard work. Wisconsin needs ideas to help us go, | mean grow!

Celebrate in Wisconsin! We are so excited for you to join the Wisconsin Council as we host
the 2025 MARC Conference and the Anniversary of the formation of MARC in 1985, (Even
though the By-Laws were written in 1986!

Judy Baxter
Wisconsin State Council President 2024-2025
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save the date for the
FSANLINCIS STATLE FALL
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June 13-14, 2025
Holiday Inn, Effingham

Come and enjoy the sights, sounds, and
tastes of the Fair!

Enter your creations in the areas of Arts and
Crafts, Textiles, Hobbies and Desserts.

More details coming soon!

Room reservations must be made by May 15
to receive the discounted rate of $140/night
(plus tax). Call Reservation Line-217-540-
7777-and use the Booking Code ESA.
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SPARKLE AND SHINE WITHUS ATTHE |
83rd Annual
Indiana ESA

State Convention
PRESENTED BY ETA PI: FISHERS

JUNE 20-22, 2025
HILTON GARDEN NN INDIANAPOLIS AIRPORT

REGISTER BY MAY 11F PAYING BY CHECK
REGISTER BY MAY 15 IF PAYING ONLINE

SCAN HERE T0 L
REGISTER ONLINE! &3
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2025 MARC Conference

Program Book Advertising Order Form

Please use this order form to advertise in the 2025
MARC Conference Program Book. Advertisements
will be accepted through September 15, 2025.
Please check the SIZE of the ad you are placing.

D Full Page $100.00
D 1/2 Page $60.00
1/4 Page $35.00

Advertising Placed by:

Contact Name:

Telephone:

Email:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

e Make check payable to ESA Wisconsin State Council make sure the comments
state “MARC advertisement) and mail to: Denise Freitag, 6824 S34th Street,
Franklin, WI 53132

e AD payment via Zeffy Confirmation code

e Questions? Call Denise at 262-903-5424 or email dfreitag1234@gmail.com

e Electronic (jpeg or .pdf only, please) copies of the ad MUST be sent to the
email listed above with the email subject "MARC AD from (contact name)"
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istrations!

Tor state & MARG
We hope you have a

convention re
woncderiul spring ahead in
MARGC!

Please see all attachments
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