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MARC The World With Sparkle

NAMES

MARC President

Julie Whitaker (MO)

MARC Vice-President

Beth Pompa (KS)

MARC Parliamentarian

Brandy Small (IN)

MARC Treasurer Judy Baxter (WI)
MARC Secretary Alley Gary (IN)
MARC Communicator Kim Poling (IL)
MARC Jr Past President Amanda Dixon (OH)
MARC Audit Chair Cathy Holsted (OK)
MARC Audit Committee Heather Hoey (M)
MARC Audit Committee Deb Frahm (NE)
MARC Budget Chair Anne Murry

MARC Budget Committee Beth Pompa (KS)
MARC Budget Committee Margaret Krammer (OK)
MARC Chaplain Sandy Hosack (MO)
MARC ESA Foundation Sara Wachowicz
MARC Hope For Heroes Ruth Williams (MO)

MARC Nomination Chair

Amanda Dixon (OH)

MARC Nomination Committee

Beth Pompa (KS)

MARC Nomination Committee

BJ Noll (IN)

MARC Social Media Chair

Amanda Dixon (OH)

MARC Ways and Means Chair

Christy Fritchi (MO)

MARC Ways and Means Committee

Sheri Meyer Harden (KS)

MARC Ways and Means Committee

Kathleen Grissem (IL)

MARC Web Master

Jill Shull (IL)

MARC 2026 Conference Co-Chair

Kate Sala (MN)

MARC 2026 Conference Co-Chair

Kim LeTendre-Olson (MN)

MARC 2026 Conference Audit Chair

Tim Baxter (WI)
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Hello Everyone,

Welcome to the new ReMARCs with your 2025-2026 Executive and Elected Board. | am your
newly installed President, Julie Whitaker, born and bred in Missouri. One of the best things |
have received from being on the MARC board is the ability to travel to the other nine MARC
states. | haven’t been to all of them yet, but | think that it is a great goal. If you had the
pleasure and opportunity to travel to Wisconsin, you should take your hat off to both Tim and
Judy Baxter, to all their hard work, and to the whole Wisconsin committee, for all their hard
work. Itis hard for a small state to take on such a task, but | hope you will agree it was a great
success. Thank you again, Wisconsin.

The elections for the executive board had only one contested race. That race was between Alley
Gary of Indiana and Anne Murry of Missouri. Alley will be joining us back on the board as
Secretary, as Anne will be our new budget chair. | am so excited about this board and how each
person brings a different sparkle to it. They are very open to new ideals, while we walk that
tightrope between preserving the old meaningful traditions and embracing new ideas keeping
us relevant. The rest of the elected board is President Julie Whitaker (MO), Vice
President/President Elect Beth Pompa (KS), Parliamentarian Brandy Small (IN), Treasurer Judy
Baxter (WI), and rounding out our fantastic board, Communicator Kim Poling (IL). We have
already had our first executive board meeting, discussing standing rules, visiting state
conventions, the midyear meeting, and how to increase involvement in ways and means.

| want to tell you about my theme, MARC the World with Sparkle! Sparkle isn’t the clothes or
jewelry or nail polish you wear - although | do love all of those things. It is the way you talk
about something you are excited about. | hope that every time you talk to someone about ESA,
you sparkle. | want them to get the fever we had at our first convention, when everything was
new and interesting. | want all of us to fall in love with being in MARC as a part of ESA. We have
so much to be proud of and share, and we need to spread that sparkle wherever we are. Don’t
be afraid to ask questions or share your ideas. Just because someone presents an idea doesn’t
mean it will end up exactly as presented. Put it out there; someone else may add their sparkle
and take an idea that started good and make it even better. Remember, we need to celebrate
our success every time we achieve something. Help those chapters who are struggling. If you



are having an event, invite a smaller chapter to help in some way. Don’t know who to ask, that
is what your board is for!

We will start featuring a different MARC state president every two weeks on our Facebook page.
Amanda Dixion Jr, Past President, did such a fantastic job with social media last year that she
has agreed to stay on as social media chair for 2025-2026. This way, we get to know those
presidents and a little bit more about their states. Do you need information about those state
conventions, the board, or a form that needs to be filled out? Check out the hard work that Jill
Shull, our new webmaster, has been doing. Please remember it is still a work in progress, so if
something is missing, let us know. She has already been on it for many hours, making it sparkle.

| would like you to wear your ESA merch on the 29th of each month. Wherever you go that day,
try to start up a conversation about ESA. Then take a selfie and post it on our Facebook page!
Why the 29t"? You guessed it. ESA was founded in 1929. | couldn’t find anything on the
calendar for 85 for the start of MARC, so | need you to sparkle on the 29%™. Yes, we will have to
pick out a different date in February, but we can make that happen.

Lastly, | will be giving random Sparkle awards. This is for that person who always comes
through. One who you don’t have any doubt about their devotion to ESA, but who may be one
of our unsung heroes who doesn’t often get noticed. | need you to send me your nominations
and the reasons behind them. That’s it! No long report —just their name and why they should
get a Sparkle Award. | may give out a few this year, or | may give out a ton. | want positive vibes
and just a bit of recognition! The very first Sparkle award goes to Tim Baxter, who | do not
believe slept during the WI MARC convention. Every time he was voluntold something, he was
there with a smile on his face until the job was done! If you were at the convention and Tim
didn’t do something for you. You probably just didn’t know it.

In closing, | am extremely humbled to be your MARC president. | will do my best to continue
using new ideas and leading. If | can help, let me know. | will do my best to help. The next
Zoom meeting is on November 19, at 6:00 p.m. Central time for MARC Reps and State
Presidents. | will send out the Zoom invitation. See you then!

Julie

Julie A. Whitaker
MARC President 2025-2026
Esajuliew@gmail.com
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What an amazing time we had in Wisconsin celebrating Amanda’s BeYoutiful Year. Thank you to
Tim & Judy Baxter and the Wisconsin State Council for hosting. I’'m looking forward to MARC the
World with Sparkle under Julie’s leadership.

I know it’s eleven months away, but | know Minnesota is working hard to plan some great
workshops for us October 9-10, 2026, and hope that you will make plans to attend. Do you have
suggestions or ideas on some things you would like to learn about, see or do? Let your
Minnesota conference chairs know... their information can be found on the MARC website.
Speaking of the website, have you taken a look at the new look on the website? Looking
“sparkly” for sure. Jill Shull is working hard on it and is always open to suggestions/ideas.

As Vice President, | am looking to fill my board, elected and appointed. | have included the
Nomination Form and the Appointed Officer Form. Please reach out if you have any questions,
and especially if you would like to fill a position. | would love to hear from every state. Do you
know how many states comprise MARC? Do you have ideas/suggestions on how to involve
more individuals?

Beth Pompa
Vice President/President Elect
2025-2026
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MIDWEST AREA REGIONAL COUNCIL
EPSILON SIGMA ALPHA INTERNATIONAL

SURVEY FORM

(This form is to determine interest in Appointed Offices and Standing Committees only.
It is not an official recommendation.)

PLEASE PRINT TO ENSURE MORE ACCURATE INFORMATION.

NAME: MEMBER NO.
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

I would be interested in serving in the following ways:

APPOINTED OFFICES STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBER
Chaplain Audit Committee

ESA Foundation Counselor Budget Committee

Ways & Means Chair Ways & Means Committee

Web Master Nominating Committee

Place an X next to all offices/committees on which you would be interested in serving. Place a number if
you have priorities.

Please give serious consideration to participating in MARC, and return this form NOT LATER THAN June
15th. You will be helping me to have selections made prior to the next annual MARC Conference.

Thank you for your consideration. We are dedicated to this organization and to the future of MARC. We know
you would like to be a part of that future. Please show your support by volunteering this year!

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:
MARC VICE PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT ELECT




EPSILON SIGMA ALPHA

MIDWEST AREA REGIONAL COUNCIL
EPSILON SIGMA ALPHA INTERNATIONAL

NOMINATION FORM
We, the members of the State Council, submit the following name in nomination for
the office of of the Midwest Area Regional Council.
NAME: MEMBER NO.
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

QUALIFICATIONS: (Include all levels of ESA, IC, MARC, State, Chapter service. Also include Special
Awards, Pallas Athene Degrees, Years in ESA, Life Active Memberships, Convention Attendance, Leadership
Conferences, etc. You may continue qualifications on reverse side of the form or attach a separate sheet.)

Signed: Date:
State Council President

I accept the nomination for the office: of the Midwest Area
Regional Council, and if elected will fulfill the duties to the best of my ability.

Signed:

RETURN BY JUNE 15™
TO: Junior Past President
Midwest Area Regional Council



REMARCs — November 2025 — Parliamentarian

Hello MARC! | am honored to be the Parliamentarian for the 2025-2026 year! For those who
may not know me that well, | want to share a little bit about me. My name is Brandy Small and |
am a member of Gamma Pi, Indianapolis. | am a 5-year member and have my 4th degree Pallas
Athene. My greatest joy is my fiancé Greg and our little man Gabe! Gabe is almost 5
(December) and is in Pre-K. Greg is a retired 20+ year veteran of the US Army and currently
works in the IT (audit) field.

| enjoy crafting, golfing, cooking/baking, baseball and spending time helping others. ESA has
allowed me to expand in that role and work towards something much greater than myself.
Seeing the joy on the faces of the children and their families is the ultimate happiness! | know
you all can agree.

| am looking forward to working alongside Julie and the board to make this year a great one!
For any by law change submittals, please ensure they are turned in by the deadline of May 1%,
2026.

If you have any questions or topics you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to reach
out!

email: brandysmalll3@yahoo.com
call/text: 765-894-7417
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Hello MARC members!

I’'m excited to introduce myself as your new MARC Secretary! My name
is Alley Gary, and I’'m a proud member of Alpha Xi, the Online Indiana
Chapter. I've been a part of ESA for 12 years, and it has truly become
such a meaningful part of my life. Through ESA, I've built lifelong
friendships, grown as a leader, and discovered the joy that comes from
serving alongside such incredible people.

I’m thrilled to take on this new role within MARC and can’t wait to work with everyone to keep
our region strong, connected, and inspired. Each newsletter | will include a tip on how to best
serve in the role of secretary.

o Tip #1: Stay organized but lead with heart.

As a secretary, your role isn’t just about keeping minutes or managing communication, it’s
about helping your board or chapter stay connected and informed so everyone can sparkle in
their role. Take the time to add a personal touch, encourage others, and celebrate small wins.
When people feel valued and supported, the whole board thrives.

This past month, | had the opportunity to attend SERC at Myrtle
Beach, and it was such a wonderful experience! Getting to connect
with members from the Southeastern Region, share stories, get
some much-needed poolside therapy, and celebrate Lauren Ryan as
she got installed as SERC President.

| am always here as a resource, so feel free to reach out to me with
any questions.

With ESA love,
Alley Gary

e alleygary@ymail.com |0 (317) 340-3783
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Well, | guess it’s officially fall. MARC Conference is over, the leaves are turning, the RV is
winterized and the pool is closed.

MARC Conference was a great success in my book. Wisconsin did an amazing job of
entertaining and educating us. | for one would love to find a Dark Sky Park. Adding it to my
bucket list.

As communicator | would like to encourage everyone to submit articles for the newsletter. |
know | enjoy hearing about what you all are doing and I’'m sure I’'m not the only one. Deadline
for submission for the spring edition is February 28™". Without your articles there will be no
newsletter.

Kim



The St. Jude ESA year started out with a State St. Jude
Coordinator’s training Zoom on September 4th, we had great
participation! It was fabulous to see so many smiling faces
ready to kick this year off! The next Zoom meeting will be
Thursday, November 20th 6:00p CST, to touch base, share
what St. Jude events your states are hosting or participating

St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital
Finding curas, Saving childran

in, and answer any questions or concerns you may have. The
State St. Jude Coordinators should have already received a Zoom link from ESAMC Deena Steele.

Recent questions and concerns have involved the new way St. Jude is crediting ESA for monies,
hours, miles, and monetary values. As announced at IC Convention and emailed (from ESAMC
on Friday, July 18th) to all members, St. Jude has changed to a real money value credit system
Donations must be made through stjude/esa.org links for ESA credit, and St. Jude has
challenged ESA to raise 5 million dollars in the next 4 years to obtain labeling rights of an
outdoor area on their campus. Volunteer hours for ALSAC hosted events must be tracked in the
Volunteer Management System(VMS.) Information and details on this can be found in the
ESAMC July 18th email or at the epsilonsigmaalpha.org website.

We're excited to see all the St. Jude happenings going on in ESA, it’s been St. Jude Walk/Run
season! Also, don’t forget to register to be part of TEAM ESA at the Memphis Marathon coming
up on December 6th. You can register to volunteer, walk, run, and fundraise!

We will be having another St Jude State Coordinators meeting in late January/early February,
before the Leadership event.

Larry Oberst, ESA St Jude Coordinator, 2024-2026

Kerry Considine, ESA Jr. St. Jude Coordinator, 2025-2027
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Reflecting on MARC Conference 2025

MARC Conference 2025 is now behind us, and the event proved to be a memorable experience
for all involved. As we look ahead with excitement to Minnesota hosting the conference in 2026,
it is gratifying to reflect on the success of this year's gathering in Wisconsin.

The final numbers from the conference are nearly complete, and we are pleased to report that
Wisconsin was able to meet the projected budget, finishing with a slight surplus.

It was wonderful to see MARC members take the opportunity to explore various parts of
Wisconsin during their visit. The photos shared throughout the conference highlight many
attractions and destinations that the Milwaukee area has to offer. These moments showcase the
membership camaraderie that defines our MARC group.

We always appreciate taking an extra day sightseeing in the host city, making the most of the
conference location and strengthening connections among members. This year was no
exception, as attendees enjoyed the local sights and experiences unique to Wisconsin.

Our sincere thanks go out to the entire Wisconsin team and to everyone who contributed to
making this year's conference a celebration of all that Wisconsin has to offer. Your hard work
and enthusiasm made MARC Conference 2025 a true success.

Tim & Judy MARC 2025 Co-Chairperson



Amanda Dixon, Jr Past President/Social Media

TO RUN FOR OFFICE!

Elected or appointed Beth will need a great team to help her lead MARC through 2026-2027!
Send Beth Pompa, BJ Voll or me a message, email, or text if you are interested! We need you!

| also need to know what your states are doing so | can share on the Facebook page! We
want to get MARC’s name out there so help me help you help us!! | need pictures and
information to share!

Now that MARC and SERC are over, | can finally wrap my head around my year. | wanted
to thank everyone who supported me this past year including my elected and appointed boards.
| want to thank Wisconsin, Judy and Tim and your team for a fun MARC Conference. It was my
honor to serve as your President, and | hope | did everyone proud.

| hope to see more of you at MARC next year in MN. | know | said “Mall of America” in
front of Landon and his eyes lit up so | think it may be a family affair for us next year!

'



On behalf of the 2026 MARC Conference Steering Committee, we would like to share with you
we are meeting frequently to discuss and shore up our progress in our planning and hosting of
the 2026 conference. There is still a lot to complete but we are confident that the event will be

awesome.

Many on the committee attended the
Brookfield WI conference and took notes to
help us with our event. You know, what worked
and what may need to be changed. We are also
looking into tours which may be available to

S@)W attend.

We hope you have put this on your 2026
calendar and are planning to attend.

/ 2026 MA R C @1¢' \

Conference
UNDER THE NORTHERN
LIGHTS

October 9-10, 2026
Embassy Suites Bloomington
2800 American Blvd W, Bloomington
MN 55431

9562-967-8700
\ Ref Code: 2026 MARC Conf. /




Plan Ahead for the
2026 M A R C d1st Conference

UNDER THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
October 9-10, 2026
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Embassy Suites Bloomington
2800 American Blvd W,
Bloomington MN 55431

952-967-8700

Resv Code: 2026 MARC CONf.

Room Rates 10/8-10/10:
2 Queen Standard Suite: $159
King Standard Suite: $139
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Hello All!

It's Mandy your IC Philanthropic Chair. After a few meetings with IC and ESAMC we have
decided we are keeping the normal Philanthropic form for 2025-2026. It will be in this
newsletter so do keep compiling those numbers and submit them to me by the deadline. Be on
the lookout for more information still forthcoming as we try and do some different things to
highlight more small and large events all over the USA. Thank you all for having patience with us
as we navigate trying to sustain and be acceptable for everyone.

Thank you!

AmandabDixon
JrPastPresident/Sociahedia,MidwestAreaRegionalCouncibf ESA
Philanthropic Chair, International Council of ESA

Membership& SociaMediaChair,OhioStateCouncibf ESA

Founding member of Pi Xi Chapter of ESA



All The News ThAT Is The News
from All ArouNd The reAlm
of mArC

Happy Fall Ya’all from Indiana!

Indiana is proud to have Brandy Small and Alley Gary serving on the MARC Board this year. We
know they will MARC The World with Sparkle.

The Eta Pi Chapter from Fishers Indiana raised $20, 903.70 at their golf outing benefitting St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Since 2012 Eta Pi has raised $206,283.53 at the annual event
in support of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Eta Pi has done fabulous work promoting
the golf outing.

Indiana is hard at work recruiting new members and welcoming members back to ESA.
Our membership will gather together on March 14 for our Spring Conference.

It is hard to believe but plans for the 2026 State Convention are being put in place. Gamma Pi
Chapter from Indianapolis is hosting the State Convention in June, 2026.

Jennifer Morris
Indiana State Council, President 2025-2026 <

“ESA A Journey for All” VY



Happy Fall from Kansas ESA Members!

Kansas ESA members have been busy! Many participated in St. Jude Events in September.
There were runs, walks, and even a slug run! Many have been involved in fund raising events
such as concession stands, bake sales, nut sales and even sponsoring a craft fair.

Thirteen Kansas members were able to attend the MARC conference in Wisconsin. What a
wonderful time we had! We are very proud to have our own Beth Pompa represent us as Vice
President on the MARC Board!

Many chapters are involved with their communities by participating in Trick or Treat and Trunk
or Treat events around Halloween.

In November, we will have a State Board Meeting in Wichita at Heartspring. Heartspring has
been one of our state projects since 1949. “Heartspring is a place of possibility for kids the
world underestimates.” Check out this web site to learn more about Heartspring.

https://www.heartspring.org/ We always have a good time!

For December, many of us are involved with winter seasonal activities with our three state
projects; Capper Foundation, Heartspring, and Goodwill Industries, along with activities within
our own communities.

Karen Stinson

Kansas President 2025-2026
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Kansas Members and Honorary Kansas Member at MARC October 11, 2025

Back L-R: Jackie Engelken, Debbie Smith, Angie Fairbanks, Sheri Myer-Harden, Amanda Johnson,
Beth Pompa, Cindy Miller, Margaret Kramer

Front L-R: Melissa Diddle, Judy Christiansen, Karen Stinson, Margaret Herrick, Paula

Leatherman, Disney Uhlig
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Greetings from Minnesota. Like many other states we have been enjoying a very unusual fall.
Temps this last week were in the forties which finally made me turn on my furnace for heat
when the house reached only 59 degrees inside. | guess | s &
needed to come to the realization it was cold. The weather
forecasters are now saying we are headed again into a
warm spell again. With this crazy weather we have the
most beautiful fall colors not seen for many years.

Minnesota has been very busy past couple of months. We
wrapped up the St Jude Dream Home Showcase the end of
September, volunteered at the St. Jude Gala; then went on
to attend MARC in Brookfield, WI. We all had a wonderful
time. Kudos to all the Wl and MO members for the great
even they put on. We held a Halloween Chili Cookoff
costume party and ate and enjoyed games. This past
weekend was the Wine Tasting event put on by our Gamma Omega chapter to benefit Welcome
Home Vets. It is always a fun event to experience. Next comes our

@ second state membership meeting. Of course this is all before
M Thanksgiving. The next event is a meeting on Dec. 6™ to discuss
’“"@I@ Tel’ld & ) . ’ .
;ﬁeﬁ Grow OiiF MNESA's future and strategy to make it happen. Whew, I's tired

f‘fjw@f ESA just typing this.
Qggg% Garden R

$Q ‘--’”’aﬁ' 1508 g | hope you all have a wonderful holiday season.
OaftoUolntyo oﬁrﬁ'ﬁ? Yo

\o, o\o c ‘\9, Q(c \ \O, ~O\o;‘




News from Missouri:

Greetings from the Show-Me State. We have been very busy so far into our year.
Between attending and hosting many chapter events, such as Bunko Parties, Rock' n'
Roll Bingo, Auctions, Bake Sales, Luncheons, and Trips to wineries, the Missouri gals
have had their hands full. We are in full swing now that Fall has arrived. My theme is
"Journey Into Imagination," and the state of Missouri seems to have taken t literally.
That's a joy for me personally. | have encouraged each member to listen to their own
imaginations and not ignore them. Because of that, | believe the board and the rest of
the members have taken off with some great ideas. New ideas? Maybe. Old Ideas?
Maybe. But at least they are thinking and engaging with the ideas f everyone. | must
admit that some are pretty wild, but none are bad. We have to have

the courage to voice those ideas and thencact on them. Who knows, many of them turn
out to be super. It gives a fresh new outlook on the "same old same old" thing that so
many of us fell nto thetrap, making it done right boring. So, all in all, you may not like
what we are doing, but at least you can't say it was boring. Enjoy your members and all
of their ideas. Who knows? They may be great and will be a wonderful adventure.

Claudia Hatton
MO State President 2025-2026



The members of Wisconsin are taking a well-deserved break after successfully concluding the
2025 MARC Conference. This achievement was only possible thanks to the collective effort of all
our members, who worked together to ensure its success. As we move forward, our focus will
shift to growing and strengthening our state council. | am reminded that sometimes, “just one
more” truly can make a difference in our progress.

With the arrival of colder weather, | have started preparing my plants for the winter months. |
brought several of my outdoor plants inside to protect them from the dropping temperatures.
Just yesterday, we dug up our gladiola and dahlia bulbs in preparation for storage. This year, |
tried my hand at growing cucamelons and was pleased with the results—though | am still not
sure if they are considered a fruit or a vegetable! | also dug up the cucamelon tubers to see if
they will survive the winter in the neighbor’s cellar. We have experienced several nights of
freezing temperatures and are now looking forward to the first snow flurries of the season.
There is truly nothing as beautiful as the sight of freshly fallen snow, and | am eager to enjoy it.

| have found that reading posts in our private Facebook group is a great way to stay informed
about the activities and initiatives happening in other MARC states. | encourage everyone to
continue sharing updates, as it helps us all stay connected and inspired. In return, | will do my
best to keep everyone informed about what we are working on here in Wisconsin.

Judy Baxter, WI State President



Your MARC State Presidents and MARC Reps

FIRST LAST POSITION
ILLINOIS
Kerry Considine IL President
Kathleen Grissom MARC Representative
Judy Huntley MARC Representative
INDIANA
Jennifer Morris IN President
Stacey Brummett MARC Representative
Makayla Greeson MARC Representative
KANSAS
Karen Stinson KS President
Amanda Johnson MARC Representative
Cindy Miller MARC Representative
MICHIGAN
Sara Wachowicz Michigan President
Lisa Wachowicz MARC Representative
LeAnn Wray MARC Representative
MINNESOTA
Kate Sala Minnesota President
Kim LeTendre Olson | MARC Representative
Birdie Elkofska MARC Representative
MISSOURI
Claudia Hatton Missouri President
Angie Butenshoen MARC Representative
Kathy Loyd MARC Representative
NEBRASKA
Deb Vercellono NE President
Dora Dill MARC Representative
Deb Frahm MARC Representative




OHIO

Therese Snively Ohio President

Vickie King MARC Representative
Carol Hazelett MARC Representative
OKLAHOMA

Jennifer Sparkman Oklahoma President
Margaret Kramer MARC Representative
Tammy Ramirez MARC Representative
SOUTH DAKOTA

Barb Campbell SD President (Contact)
Emmy Neustrom MARC Representative
LUuAnn Ouellette MARC Representative
WISCONSIN

Judy Baxter WI President

Tim Baxter WI MARC Representative
Ann White WI MARC Representative
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